Dear guests, your Excellencies, honored participants of the conference THE ROLE OF ENEMY COLLABORATIONISTS IN THE NAZI HOLOCAUST DURING WORLD WAR II IN SERBIA, I welcome you to the opening of the exhibition dedicated to the Jewish camp in Zemun
Dear Mr. Ristić, (not been present on the opening ceremony) it is a privilege that in the premises of one of the most important cultural institutions in Serbia, its National Library, the Zemun Jewish Community has the opportunity to present the exhibition about the Jewish camp Zemun within the frame of this important international conference. The Jewish Community in Serbia has great respect for the support rendered by state bodies of the Republic of Serbia to preserve the memory of Holocaust victims. I am further grateful to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia and Ambassador Slađana Prica for backing the realization of this project. 
Honored guests, I would first like to thank the coauthor of this exhibition, Mr. Milan Fogel for his concept to mark the 70 year period that has passed since the Judenlager Semlin finished its operation, by staging an exhibition; that would primarily through the aspect of its victims – Jews, give acumen to the role of enemy collaborators in Serbia during World War II. It was highly appropriate that the realization of the project should also include the unprecedented authority on the history of the Jewish camp in Zemun, Dr. Milan Koljanin. With the participation of Dr. Koljanin in the project, the exhibition gained its essentially vital historic and scientific substance. On this occasion I would sincerely like to thank him for participating in the making of this exhibition, which, contrary to the standard trend of elusiveness to speak of the actual responsibility of domestic traitors in the annihilation of the Jewish population in occupied Serbia, very explicitly determines the exact degree of their voluntary and absolute dedication in the destruction of their former neighbors. In todays climate of judicial and historical rehabilitation of collaborators and sympathizers of the German occupying forces it is essential that our voice, the voice of the small number of the victim’s living descendants should also be heard, as well as of Jews who managed to escape the persecution of the domestic collaborationist administration. No contention of the fact that the Holocaust of Jews in Serbia was the act of Nazi Germany can be made, however it is also perfectly clear that it would never have been executed so efficiently and quickly without the help of the domestic collaboration government of Milan Nedić. In this organized crime, each had their clear cut roles in the capturing, imprisonment and deportation to camps of all Jews from the territory of Belgrade and occupied Serbia, fully aware that by doing so, they were condemning them to death. In their duty they were very successful and often commended by the Nazi. Of their attainments, the figure of over 80% of murdered Jews in Serbia speaks clearly for itself. When revisionists speak today of the “grimy and evil, however only assisting role” of the Nedić regime, it leaves a disparaging aftertaste in respect of the fate of all those murdered Jews. Our society must be aware of the fact that both global and European historiography has given its conclusive pronouncement of the role of Quislings in World War II in Europe. The rehabilitation of Quislings in Serbia sends a message that at this moment in time, we are denouncing judgments that are the founding stones of todays European Community, i.e. the values of anti-Fascism. The question of whose interest lies in glorifying ascertained enemy collaborators instead of anti-Fascism needs to be raised? As it stands today, it seems that the numerous rehabilitations which have been set in motion, of which some have already been granted a positive judicial decision, serve yet another prosaic reason, that of restitution of property. The descendants of rehabilitated enemy collaborators, one upon another submit requests for restitution of property, accompanied with media coverage supporting the precedence of their claims. On the other hand, the Jewish Community cannot always find common ground with governmental bodies concerning the modus of righteous compensation for the almost totally annihilated Jewish population, effected with the assistance of Milan Nedić, whose portrait photograph, if I am not wrong, still decorates the headquarters of the Serbian Government. Despite the high degree of dedication to the process of annihilating Jews throughout Serbia, there were cases when the common people of Serbia refused to accept the politics of the enemy and its domestic collaborators. Best proof of this fact is the 128 citizens of Serbia who have been awarded the medal of the Righteous among nations. This award is given by the state of Israel exclusively to non-Jews who during the Holocaust saved Jews throughout the world and also in occupied Serbia. There were also cases when Jews realized in time the fate that awaited them and worked feverously to save at least one member of the family. One such case happened in Belgrade, where Lili Frajdenfeld sent her two daughters Edita, 11 years old and Vera, 4, from the capital, primarily to Novi Sad, and then, by way of Budapest, to Switzerland where they stayed up to the end of the war; however, parentless, since both mother and father tragically ended their lives inside camps in Serbian territory.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I present Edita Gaon, nee Frajdenfeld, one of the two children of whom I have spoken and who has come from Israel especially for this occasion. Finally, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to the man, without whose help, this exhibition and the ensuing concert would not have been possible. He is a major benefactor of the Jewish Community in Serbia and also one of the children survivors. His family was not that fortunate, seventeen of them perished in the Sajmište or Topovske šupe camps. Mr. Josef Benavram, today a citizen of Israel, saved by the Righteous Pal Žamboki, whose surname, Žamboki, out of deference, Josif has long ago adopted as his own as a token of his gratitude to Pal for saving him and his younger sister from certain death.
For all his ceaseless efforts throughout the years in preserving the memory of the Holocaust, the initiative to build a memorial to the perished Jews of Dorćol, “The Menora in Flames” by sculptor Nandor Gild, his large donations, the backing of numerous projects of the Jewish Community in Serbia, among them the project for this exhibition, the Jewish Community in Zemun presents him with a Megila of Gratitude.
