RESPONSE TO MICHAEL FREUND
In March 1903, Herzl wrote in his Will: "I ask for a funeral of the most modest kind, with neither speeches nor flowers. I wish to be buried in a metal coffin in a grave beside my father until the Jewish People raise my bones to Palestine, to which my father's coffin will also be conveyed. My sister Paulina, who died in the epidemic of 1878, will also be buffed beside me. The remains of my family (my mother and my children) should they die before my coffin is raised to Palestine, will also lie beside me. My wife--only if she so wishes."

In the Jerusalem Post’s column “opinion“  Michael Freund recently published his outspoken article in which he endeavors  to fulfill the last will and testament of Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern State of Israel. Although the State of Israel has long ago fulfilled Theodor Herzl’s last wish, Freund, led by his, above all obsessive desire to rebury the human remains of Theodor’s paternal grandfather and grandmother errs in his reading of Theodor’s will, part of which we state in our heading. From Herzl’s last wish it is absolutely clear that he made no mention of either his paternal or maternal grandparents. So why is Freund so intent on transferring the last remains of grandfather Simon and grandmother Rivka to Israel in order to bury them next to their grandchild? Why does he make reference to the “last will and testament” when he is perfectly aware that there is no mention nor request that Herzl’s grandparents from either side of the family be buried beside him or he beside them, whichever way one looks at it.
In the stated article Freund mentions that he came across the graves of Herzl’s grandparents in the “small Jewish cemetery in Zemun, in the suburbs of Belgrade”. He further speaks of how he visited the same graves a few years ago and that from that time on he has been haunted by the fact! Being a press reporter and a “connoisseur” of the life and work of Theodor Herzl, Freund had shown no inclination to approach the Jewish Community in Zemun, which is responsible for, and tends to this “little Jewish graveyard”. In 2003 the Jewish Community in Zemun initiated an elaborate and intricate project to decipher and list all the graves in the Jewish graveyard in Zemun. It further researched and presented a short history not only of the graveyard but of the entire Jewish Community in Zemun from the time of the first Jewish settlers in Zemun back in 1739. After a period of more than two years of multifaceted effort we finally published a multimedia CD under the heading LIFE AFTER DEATH.
During exploration work on the identification of memorial stones which bore texts in Hebrew we ultimately ascertained that both Simon and Rivka Herzl, Theodor’s grandparents, were buried in our graveyard. Over five years ago we placed on our website, free of charge, our multimedia CD about our graveyard. Fully conscious of the importance of Theodor Herzl to Jews throughout the world and especially, to the State of Israel, we appropriately marked the graves of Herzl’s elders. Instead of mentioning the extensive project of the “small Jewish Community” in Zemun in his text, Freund proposes his theory how grandmother Rivka and especially grandfather Simon “stand high on the pedestal of individuals who shaped Herzl’s awareness of the world around him”. To give weight to his theory Freund dedicates a great part of his text to the work and achievements of Rabbi Alkalai. 
Rabbi Alkalai served for almost half a century in Zemun and was a close friend of Simon Herzl. His ideas and work, documented in writing, place him among those who initiated the idea of the return of Jews to their homeland (in contrast to young Herzl’s resettlement ideas, suggesting Uganda as a feasible location). In view of his teaching and the volume of published editions, more than 50 works, Yehuda Alkalai could rightfully be referred to as the originator of political Zionism. Linking Alkalai’s work and the shaping of Theodor’s awareness of Zionism to childhood days spent with his grandfather Simon, or furthermore grandmother Rivka, is mildly speaking, farfetched. The assumption that grandfather Simon paid regular visits to his family in Budapest and that his influence was the spark that would twenty years later on ignite Theodor’s fervor for Zionism has no bearing in reality.
Since the trip to Budapest took at least a few days, one can assume that grandfather Simon, already aged, was not inclined to travel without a sound reason. Instead of attempting to construe a conjecture of grandfather Simon’s influence on Theodor, who was only nineteen when Simon died, Freund could have explored the doubtless influence Simon had on his son Jakov, Theodor’s father. A fact of interest is that Jakov moved from Zemun to Budapest sometime in the mid 19th century where his son Theodor was born in 1860. From data we have managed to acquire it seems that Theodor never visited Zemun. Upon the death of Theodor’s sister Pauline in 1878, a year before grandfather Simon’s death, the family moved from Budapest to Vienna where young Theodor began his studies of Law. He obtained his Ph.D. at the age of 24 and already fully assimilated he stopped practicing law and turned to his adolescent ambitions, the writing of plays for theaters and press publications.
He next travels to Paris where he works as the Paris reporter for the Vienna newspaper, the “Neue Freie Presse”. Fully enjoying his hard won status and fame Theodor Herzl came to look on Europe as a place that provides an environment open to Jewish people, where everything essential for them is granted. This gives rise to his vision of a collective religious conversion of his people, the Jews. Theodor derides appeals made to Jews to return to the Palestine, of which Alexander Dumas – the son wrote, as child talk, fiercely criticizing such notions.  He becomes conscious of the escalation of anti-Semitisim only when he reports for the Neue Freie Presse about the Dreyfus trial, discerning how wrong he had been in his judgment. From then on, the year in question being 1894, when grandfather Simon had already been dead for 15 years and resting in the “small Jewish cemetery in Zemun”, Herzl begins his fight for political Zionism. On one occasion Herzl stated: “Reporting on the Dreyfus case made me a Zionist.” (Zoran Pejašinović – Cionistički pokret – od Bazelske do Bolfurove deklaracije p. 48 1997.).
In summary, what to say of Freund’s initiative to transfer the remains of Theodor’s grandfather and grandmother, except to turn to Jews worldwide and invite them to come and visit our cemetery and pay due respect to Simon and Rivka, who resting in peace, shall await the coming of the Mesiah in “the small Jewish Cemetery in Zemun”.
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